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The Scarlet Letter – Nathaniel Hawthorne 

Useful Quotes: 
This list of quotes, which may be useful for substantiating arguments made in essays, is not intended 
to replace the actual reading of the novel. It is highly recommended that you read the book in order 
to gain an understanding of the context and themes that can guide your use of quotes. 
 
“No man, for any considerable period, can wear one face to himself and another to the multitude, 

without finally getting bewildered as to which may be the true” 

“She had not known the weight until she felt the freedom” 

“We dream in our waking moments, and walk in our sleep” 

“Do anything, save to lie down and die!” 

“She could no longer borrow from the future to ease her present grief” 

“We must not always talk in the market-place of what happens to us in the forest” 

“The scarlet letter was her passport” 

“To the untrue man, the whole universe is false” 

“In all her intercourse with society, however, there was nothing that made her feel as if she 

belonged to it” 

“Chillingworth was a striking evidence of man's faculty of transforming himself into a devil, if he will 

only…undertake a devil’s office” 

“It had the effect of a spell, taking her out of the ordinary relations with humanity” 

“To-morrow would bring its own trial with it; so would the next day…each its own trial, and yet the 

very same that was now so unutterably grievous to be borne. The days of the far-off future would 

toil onward, still with the same burden for her to take up…but never to fling down” 

“We have yet to learn again the forgotten art of gaiety” 

“When an uninstructed multitude attempts to see with its eyes, it is exceedingly apt to be deceived” 

“the Puritans compressed whatever mirth and public joy they deemed allowable to human infirmity” 

“In the dark night-time, he calls us to him…where only the old trees can hear, and the strip of sky see 

it, he talks with thee…But here in the sunny day, and among all the people, he knows us not; nor 

must we know him!” 

“It may serve, let us hope, to symbolize some sweet moral blossom…or relieve the darkening close 

of a tale of human frailty and sorrow” 

“it seared Hester's bosom so deeply, that perhaps there was more truth in the rumour than our 

modern incredulity may be inclined to admit” 


