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The Crucible – Arthur Miller 

Useful Quotes: 

This list of quotes, which may be useful for substantiating arguments made in essays, is not intended 
to replace the actual reading of the play. It is highly recommended that you read the play in order to 
gain an understanding of the context and themes that can guide your use of quotes. 
 

 

Proctor: Because it is my name! Because I cannot have another in my life! Because I lie and sign 
myself to lies! Because I am not worth the dust on the feet of them that hang! How may I live 
without my name? I have given you my soul; leave me my name! 
 
Hale: Life, woman, life is God's most precious gift; no principle, however glorious, may justify the 
taking of it. 
 
Proctor: You are pulling down heaven and raising up a whore 
 
Abigail: I will bring a pointy reckoning that will shudder you. … I have seen some reddish work done 
at night, and I can make you wish you had never seen the sun go down! 
 
Proctor: I speak my own sins; I cannot judge another. I have no tongue for it. 
 
Proctor: We are what we always were in Salem, but now the little crazy children are jangling the 
keys of the kingdom, and common vengeance writes the law! 
 
Proctor: God is dead! 
 
Proctor: …we are only what we always were, but naked now 
 
Danforth: This is a sharp time, now, a precise time – we live no longer in the dusky afternoon when 
evil mixed itself with good and befuddled the world 
 
Proctor: She thinks to dance with me on my wife’s grave! And well she might, for I thought of her 
softly. God help me, I lusted, and there is a promise in such sweat. But it is a whore's vengeance 
 
Proctor: I do think I see some shred of goodness in John Proctor. Not enough to weave a banner 
with, but white enough to keep it from such dogs. Give them no tear...show honour now, show a 
stony heart and sink them with it! 
 
Abigail: I never knew what pretense Salem was, I never knew the lying lessons I was taught by all 
these Christian women and their covenanted men! And now you bid me tear the light out of my 
eyes? 
 
Proctor: I see no light of God in that man. [Parris] 


