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Henry V – Shakespeare 

Useful Quotes: 

This list of quotes, which may be useful for substantiating arguments made in essays or mini-essay, is 
not intended to replace the actual reading of the play. It is highly recommended that you read the 
play in order to gain an understanding of the context and themes that can guide your use of quotes. 
 

The Prologue 
“O for a muse of fire” 
“A kingdom for a stage” 
“the swelling scene” 
“the warlike Harry … Assume the port of Mars” 
“famine, sword and fire” 
“this unworthy scaffold” 
“So great an object” 
“The vasty fields of France” 
“this great account” 
 

Act 1 
Scene 1: 
“the scambling and unquiet time” 
“The king is full of grace, and fair regard” 
“The courses of his youth promised it not. The breath no sooner left his father’s body But that his 
wildness, mortified in him, Seemed to die too.” 
“never Hydra-headed wilfulness So soon did lose his seat … As in this king” 
“We are blessed in the change” 
“Hear him debate of commonwealth affairs, You would say it hath been all in all his study” 
“Turn him to any cause of policy, The Gordian knot of it he will unloose” 
“his addiction was to courses vain, His companies unlettered, rude and shallow, His hours filled up 
with riots, banquets, sports, And never noted in him any study, … any sequestration From open 
haunts and popularity” 
“The strawberry grows underneath the nettle” 
“wholesome berries thrive…neighboured by fruit of baser quality” 
“the veil of wildness” 
 

Scene 2: 
“awake our sleeping sword of war” 
“Stand for your own, unwind your bloody flag, / Look back into your mighty ancestors.” 
“Invoke his warlike spirit” 
“his most mighty father … stood smiling to behold his lion’s whelp” 
“Forage in the blood of French nobility” 
“these valiant dead” 
“the former lions of your blood” 
“Never king of England / Had nobles richer and more loyal subjects” 
“the noble sinews of our power” 
“France being ours, we’ll bend it to our awe, Or break it all to pieces.” 
“We are no tyrant, but a Christian king” 
“all the courts of France will be disturbed With chases” 
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“we understand him well, How he comes o’er us with our wilder days, Not measuring what use we 
made of them” 
“I will keep my state, Be like a king, and show my sail of greatness When I do rouse me in my throne 
of France” 
“I will dazzle all the eyes of France” 
“tell the pleasant price this mock of his Hath turned his balls to gun-stones” 
“mock mothers from their sons, mock castles down” 
“some are yet ungotten and unborn That shall have cause to curse the Dauphin’s scorn” 
 

Act 2 
Chorus: 
“all the youth of England are on fire” 
“the mirror of all Christian kings” 
“this grace of kings” 
 

Scene 1: 
“The king has killed his heart” 
“Sword is an oath” 
“The king hath run bad humours on the knight” 
“The king is a good king” 
 

Scene 2: 
“Never was a monarch better feared and loved Than is your majesty” 
“let us yet be merciful” 
“The mercy that was quick in us but late … is suppressed and killed” 
“Treason and murder kept ever together” 
“Free from gross passion” 
“I will weep for thee, For this revolt of thine, methinks, is like Another fall of man” 
“God quit you in His mercy” 
“you would have sold your king to slaughter, His princes and his peers to servitude, His subjects to 
oppression and contempt, And his whole kingdom into desolation.” 
“seek we no revenge” 
“the signs of war advance. No king of England if not king of France!” 
 

Scene 4: 
“Thus comes the English with full power upon us” 
“fear may teach us” 
“let us do it with no show of fear” 
“she is so idly kinged … By a vain, giddy, shallow, humorous youth, That fear attends her not” 
“You are too much mistaken in this king” 
“Question…the late ambassadors, With what great state he heard their embassy … How modest in 
exception … How terrible in constant resolution” 
“Covering discretion with a coat of folly, As gardeners do…hide those roots That shall…be most 
delicate” 
“Think we King Harry strong” 
“he is bred out of that bloody strain That haunted us in our familiar paths.” 
“our too-much memorable shame” 
“crowned with the golden sun” 
“This is a stem Of that victorious stock, and let us fear The native mightiness and fate of him” 
“Self love, my liege, is not so vile a sin As self neglecting” 
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“’Tis no sinister nor no awkward claim” 
“Bloody constraint” 
“in fierce tempest is he coming, In thunder and in earthquake, like a Jove” 
“take mercy On the poor souls for whom this hungry war Opens his vasty jaws” 
“on your head…the widow’s tears” 
“not misbecome The mighty sender” 
“I desire Nothing but odds with England” 
“matching to his youth and vanity, I did present him with the Paris balls” 
“He’ll make your Paris Louvre shake for it” 
“the promise of his greener days” 
 

Act 3 
Chorus: 
“The well-appointed king” 
“his brave fleet” 
“fatal mouths gaping on girded Harfleur” 
“the devlish cannon” 
 

Scene 1: 
“Once more unto the breach, dear friends, once more, Or close up the wall with our English dead!” 
“In peace there’s nothing so becomes a man As modest stillness and humility” 
“when the blast of war blows…then imitate the action of the tiger: Stiffen the sinews, conjure up the 
blood, Disguise fair nature with hard-favoured rage.” 
“lend the eye a terrible aspect” 
“you noble English” 
“Dishonour not your mothers” 
“Be copy now to men of grosser blood, And teach them how to war” 
“And you, good yeoman” 
“show us here The mettle of your pasture” 
“there is none of you…That hath not noble lustre in your eyes” 
 

Scene 2: 
“such antics do not amount to a man” 
“They will steal anything and call it purchase” 
“Their villainy goes against my weak stomach” 
 

Scene 3: 
“the mines is not according to the disciplines of war” 
“the pristine wars of the Romans” 
“there is throats to cut, and works to be done” 
“What ish my nation? Who talks of my nation?” 
 

Scene 4: 
“to our best mercy give yourselves” 
“For as I am a solder, A name that in my thoughts becomes me best” 
“I will not leave the half-achieved Harfleur Till in her ashes she lie buried” 
“The gates of mercy shall be all shut up” 
“What is’t to me, when you yourselves are cause, If your pure maidens fall into the hand Of hot and 
forcing violation? What rein can hold licentious wickedness” 
“heady murder, spoil and villainy” 
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“The blind and bloody solder with foul hand Defile the locks of your shrill-shrieking daughters, Your 
fathers…their most reverend heads dashed to walls, Your naked infants spitted upon pike Whiles the 
mad mother with their howls confused Do break the clouds” 
“Will you yield, and this avoid? Or guilty in defence be thus destroyed?” 
“Use mercy to them all” 
 

Scene 6: 
“if he be not fought…Let us quit all And give our vineyards to a barbarous people” 
“where have they this mettle?” 
“for honour of our land” 
“our rich fields” 
“This becomes the great” 
 

Scene 7: 
“the doom of death” 
“discipline ought to be used” 
“We would have all such offenders so cut off … there be nothing compelled from the villages, 
nothing taken but paid for … For when lenity and cruelty play for a kingdom, the gentler gamester is 
the soonest winner” 
“We are in God’s hand” 
 

Act 4 
Chorus: 
“Fire answers fire” 
“dreadful note of preparation” 
“The confident and over-lusty French” 
“The royal captain of this ruined band…calls them brothers, friends and countrymen” 
“‘A little touch of Harry in the night’” 
 

Scene 1: 
“This lodging likes me better Since I may say ‘now lie I like a king’.” 
“The king’s a bawcock and heart of gold” 
“I think the king is but a man as I am…All his senses have but human conditions” 
“there are few die well that die in a battle” 
“Every subject’s duty is the king’s, but every subject’s soul his own” 
“Upon the king! ‘Let us our lives, our souls, our debts, our careful wives, our children and our sins, 
lay on the king.’ We must bear all.” 
“hard condition, twin-born with greatness” 
“infinite heart’s ease must kings neglect” 
“what have kings that privates have not too, Save ceremony, save general ceremony?” 
“O ceremony, show me but thy worth!” 
“Art thou ought else but place, degree and form, Creating awe and fear in other men” 
“O God of battles, steel my solders’ hearts. Possess them not with fear.” 
“Not today, O Lord…think not upon the fault My father made in compassing the crown” 
“I Richard’s body have interred new” 
 

Scene 2: 
“Big Mars seems bankrupt in their beggared host” 
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Scene 3: 
“He is as full of valour as of kindness” 
“The fewer men, the greater share of honour” 
“if it be a sin to covet honour, I am the most offending soul alive” 
“We would not die in that man’s company” 
“He that outlives this day…Will stand a-tiptoe when this day is named” 
“our names, Familiar in his mouth as household words…Be in their flowing cups freshly 
remembered” 
“This story shall the good man teach his son” 
“We few, we happy few, we band of brothers – For he today that sheds his blood with me Shall be 
my brother; be he ne’er so vile This day shall gentle his condition” 
 

Scene 4: 
“I did never know so full a voice issue from so empty a heart” 
“the empty vessel makes the greatest sound” 
 

Scene 5: 
“Let life be short, else shame will be too long” 
 

Scene 6: 
“all blood he was. In which array…doth he lie Larding the plain” 
“this glorious and well-foughten field” 
“what new alarm is this same? …Then every solder kill his prisoners” 
 

Scene 7: 
“Kill the poys and the luggage! ‘Tis expressly against the law of arms.” 
“There’s not a boy left alive” 
“cowardly rascals…ha’ done this slaughter” 
“I was not angry since I came to France” 
“we’ll cut the throats of those we have, And not a man of them that we shall take Shall taste our 
mercy” 
“I come to thee for charitable licence” 
“this bloody field” 
“lie drowned and soaked in mercenary blood” 
 

Scene 8: 
“ten thousand French That in the field lie slain” 
“Here was a royal fellowship of death” 
“O God, Thy arm was here! And not to us…Ascribe we all” 
“be it death proclaimed through our host To boast of this” 
“God fought for us” 
“Do we all holy rites…The dead with charity enclosed in clay” 
 
 

Act 5 
Chorus: 
“Being free from vainness and self-glorious pride” 
“Go forth and fetch their conquering Caesar in” 
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Scene 1: 
“bawd I’ll turn…To England will I steal, and there I’ll steal” 
“these cudgelled scar, And swear I got them in the Gallia wars” 
 

Scene 2: 
“The fatal balls of murdering basilisks” 
“the naked, poor and mangled peace” 
“this best garden of the world, Our fertile France” 
“Corrupting in its own fertility” 
“Losing both beauty and utility” 
“nice customs curtsy to great kings” 
 

Scene 3, Epilogue: 
“mighty men” 
“This star of England” 
“Fortune made his sword, By which the world’s best garden he achieved” 


