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AP English Quotes Pack 

Great Gatsby quotes 

God, I'm sophisticated.- Daisy. 

It takes two to make an accident- Nick 

It makes me sad because I've never seen such - such beautiful shirts before- Nick 

I hope she’ll be a fool—that’s the best thing a girl can be in this world, a beautiful little fool.- Daisy  

He had one of those rare smiles with a quality of eternal reassurance in it- Nick on Gatsby 

 So he invented just the sort of Jay Gatsby that a seventeen year old boy would be likely to invent, and to this 

conception he was faithful to the end- Gatsby  

Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but 

that’s no matter—tomorrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther. . . . And then one fine morning— 

So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.- Nick on life 

what foul dust floated in the wake of his dreams that temporarily closed out my interest in the abortive sorrows 

and short-winded elations of men."- Gatsby 

I felt a haunting loneliness sometimes, and felt it in others — young clerks in the dusk, wasting the most poignant 

moments of night and life.- Nick 

Let us learn to show friendship for a man when he is alive and not after he is dead- Nick 

It excited him, too, that many men had already loved Daisy — it increased her value in his eyes.- Nick 

They smashed up things and creatures and then retreated back into their money of their vast carelessness… and 

let other people clean up the mess they had made- Nick on Tom and Daisy 

 

Streetcar Named Desire 

I want to be near you, got to be with somebody, I can't be alone!-Blanche to her sister Stella Kowalski, Scene 1. 

but when a thing is important I tell the truth, and this is the truth: I haven't cheated my sister or you or anyone 

else as long as I have lived.- Blanche 

Sorrow makes for sincerity, I think.- Blanche 

I can't stand a naked light bulb, any more than I can a rude remark or a vulgar action.- Blanche 

I need kindness now.- Blanche 
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He didn't know what he was doing....He was as good as a lamb when I came back and he's really very, very 

ashamed of himself.- Stella 

He acts like an animal, has an animal's habits! Eats like one, moves like one, talks like one! There's even something 

sub-human — something not quite to the stage of humanity yet!- Blanche on Stanley 

I don't want realism. I want magic!- Blanche 

I've always depended on the kindness of strangers.- Blanche 

Deliberate cruelty is unforgivable.- Blanche 

Physical beauty is passing - a transitory possession - but beauty of the mind, richness of the spirit, tenderness of 

the heart - I have all these things - aren't taken away but grow! Increase with the years! 

What is straight? A line can be straight, or a street, but the human heart, oh, no, it's curved like a road through 

mountains 

 

Boesman and Lena 

Here?- Lena 

If you don’t watch out you’ll be a big joke now- Boesman 

Not even a dog to look at us- Lena 

Everytime we come back here it feels like I’ve never left- Lena 

Is it wrong?- Lena trying to remember their life 

It wasn’t always like this. There were better times- Lena 

He won’t be sore tomorrow, sit and count his bruises in the light. But he’ll have them- Lena 

It’s trouble. Life’s showing you bullets again. So run.- Lena 

It doesn’t explain anything- Lena 

 

Poetry 

I will show you fear in a handful of dust- Wasteland 

You lay upon your back, and waited- Preludes 

His soul stretched tight across the skies- Preludes 

Or trampled by insistent feet- Preludes 
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Assured of certain certainties- Preludes 

Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold- The Second Coming 

Darkness drops again- Second Coming 

Turning and turning- Second Coming 

When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi 

Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert- The Second Coming 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


