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Women’s Movement  

In the 1950s, women had many expectations and charateristics of their role in society. These included: 

 
 Expected to marry, stay at home, raise families 

 Limited career choices – nurses/teachers/air hostesses 

 Paid less than men for same amounts of work, and often subjected to sexist attitudes and 
harassments in and outside the workplace 

 Married women lost their jobs, no maternity leave 

 
Because of the above mentioned expectations and characteristics women started to fight for a change in 
their lives. This developed into a movement know as both the Women’s Movement and the Women’s 
Liberation Movement. It had the following characteristics. 
  

 Began in America, attitude of women began to change, no longer accepted inferior position, 
wanted greater independence and equality 

 Betty Friedan – The Feminine Mystique (1963) 

 NOW – National Organisation for Women formed to raise status/end discrimination 

 Strikes, petitions, legal actions against employers 

 Campaigned to change laws 

 Lobbied for maternity leave 

 Challenged society’s representation of women (beauty contests, burned bras etc) 

 Civil Rights Act (1964) barred not only race, also discrimination 

 Birth Control: women could plan careers, limit family sizes 

 Issues relating to abortion/contraception 

 Similar protests in Britain (Equal Pay Act), France and Italy (divorce/abortion laws) as well as 
Africa and Asia 

 
This movement led to women being in a better position to balance careers and families and be more 
independent. The Civil Rights Act passed in 1964 also outlawed discrimination based on gender. Other 
changes include: 
 

 In African and other independence/civil rights movements, debates regarding whether gender-
based discrimination was as serious as racism 

 Sexism still rife today, particularly in many secular Eastern countries, where culture prohibits 
women from being treated as equal/continue to be forced to submit to sexist practices 

 Many women later joined other liberation/protest movements (e.g. peace movement) 

 Showed the power of popular protest to bring about change 
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