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Diminutives – Verkleinwoorde 

1 – Short Vowel: If you have a short vowel and the word is also short, the word’s last letter will 

be doubled and an ‘ie’ will be added to the end. Keep in mind, though, that this doesn’t apply 

for ‘n,’ ‘t’ and ‘d,’ ‘m’ ‘l’ and ‘r.’ 

2 – Short Vowel ‘n’ : If you have a short vowel, but as mentioned in the first rule, ‘n’ was an 

exception and belongs in this rule. Similar to the first rule, though, you double the last letter, 

which in this case will be ‘n’ and you add an ‘etjie’ at the end of the word.  

3 – Ending in ‘r’ : If you have a word which contains a double vowel, which refers to the double 

vowel being in the middle, and they are different and the word ends in an ‘r’ it gets a ‘tjie.’ 

Similar, however, to if the word has two or more syllables and ends in an ‘r.’ It will get a ‘tjie’ at 

the end of it as well. 

4 – Double, Similar Vowels: If there is a word that has a double vowel which is the same as one 

another, for example, ‘oo,’ then you drop the one vowel and remove it completely and you add 

an ‘ie’ at the end of the word. However, there are exceptions. 

5 – Double Vowel ‘n’: If the word has a double vowel in it, it doesn’t matter whether or not it 

has the same vowel, for example, ‘oo,’ or if it is two different vowels, ‘oe,’ the following rule 

applies if the word ends in an ‘n:’ add a ‘tjie’ to the end of the word. 

6 – Ending in a ‘t’ or ‘d’: IMPORTANT. This is one of the commonly asked questions. Any word 

ending in ‘d’ or ‘t’ only get a ‘jie.’ This is a commonly asked question, because it adds the idea of 

confusion, especially with the ‘d.’ A few people will still add the ‘tjie.’  

7 – Double Vowels or Consonants: This forms part of the exception of rule 5 and 4. If there is a 

double vowel or a double consonant – the latter is used at the end of the word, then it gets an 

‘ie.’ The exception to rules 4 and 5 is mainly if it’s a double vowel which ends in an ‘s’ or ‘k.’ 

8 – Short Vowel ‘l’ : Similar to rule 1 and rule 2. If the word ends in an ‘l,’ and the word is short 

and has a short vowel, all that occurs is that the word gets its last letter doubled, and in this 

case it will be the ‘l’ and you add an ‘etjie.’ 

9 – Short Vowel ‘m’ : Similar to rule 1 and rule 8. If the word ends in an ‘m’ and the word is 

short and has a short vowel, all that occurs is that the word gets its last letter doubled, and in 

this case it will be the ‘m’ and you add an ‘etjie.’ 

10 – Ending in ‘l’ : Similar to rule 3. If you have a words which contain a double vowel, which 

refers to the double vowel being in the middle and they are different and the word ends in an 
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‘l’ it gets a ‘tjie.’ Simiar, however, to if the word has two or more syllables and ends in an ‘l.’ It 

will get a ‘tjie’ at the end of it as well. 

11 – Vowel + ‘ng’ : If the word ends in a vowel that has an ‘ng’ attached to it, for example, 

…’ang’ it will get an additional ‘etjie’ at the end of the word. 

12 – Short Vowel ‘r’ : If the word ends in an ‘r’ and similar to rule 1 and 9, the word will get its 

last letter doubled, which, in this case will be ‘r’ and it will get an additional ‘etjie.’ 

13 – Ending in ‘m’: Similar to rule 3 and 10. If you have words which contain a double vowel, 

which refers to the double vowel in the middle, it does not have to be different and the word 

ends in an ‘m’ it gets a ‘pie.’ This will also occur if the word is two or more syllables and ends in 

an ‘m.’ 

14 – Syllables and ‘ing’ : Important. Also a commonly asked question. As soon as you see a 

words that has more than 2 syllables and it ends in an ‘ing’ it is important to note that you 

remove the ‘g’ at the end and place a ‘kie’ in its place. 

15 - Ending in ‘ie’ : If you get a word that ends in an ‘ie,’ the only thing that get done to it is to 

add a ‘tjie’ at the end of the word. 

16 – Vowel ending : If the word ends in a vowel, excluding ‘a’ then the word will get a “ ’tjie “ 

whereas with the emphasized ‘a’ it will get the “ ‘tjie. “ 

17 – Alphabet: All of the letter of the alphabet, excluding ‘f’ will get a “ ‘tjie “ whereas the ‘f’ 

will get an “ ‘ ie.”  

18 – Plurals : If you are already given the word in plural form, you make it the single form and 

apply the correct diminutive form to it and then add an ‘s’ at the end. 

19 – Exceptions: Learn them: blad = blaadjie; gat = gaatjie; nooi = nooientjie; pad = paadjie; spel 

= speletjie; vat = vaatjie; wa = waentjie. What pattern did you notice? I hope you noticed that 

with regards to rule 6, you got the words ending in ‘t’ or ‘d’ only got a ‘jie,’ whereas with the 

exceptions their vowel gets doubled first and then the ‘jie’ is added. 


