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Civil Rights Movement 

 
In the 1950s, Black people were discriminated against in the United States of America. There were 
several factors that affected the lives of African-American people in the USA: 
 

 African Americans were still affected by segregation/discrimination (e.g. many schools in South, 
despite 1956 Supreme Court ruling after bus boycott) 

  Federal policy to end segregation not enforced in certain states 

  White racists stopped blacks from registering as voters 
 

This discrimination led to a movement known as the Civil Rights Movement. This movement was 
particular to the south of America. It was led by a young black minister known as Martin Luther King Jnr. 
The movement was also partly inspired by the new-found independence of many African countries. 
 

 
The movement was characterised by non-violent protest. There methods and motivations included: 
 

 Encouragement racial integration/equality 

  Sit-in protests – campaign to force integration of public facilities 

  Freedom riders 

  Universities desegregated 

  1963 Washington March: “I have a dream” speech by MLK 

  Freedom Summer (civil rights campaigners went South and set up freedom schools, helped 
black people register as voters) 

  Violent reaction to Freedom Summer, some murdered 

  Supported by Federal Govt. And constitution 

  Congress passed Civil Rights Act in 1964 – banned all kinds of discrimination/segregation in 
employment/facilities 

  Voting Rights Act passed in 1965 – outlawed obstacles to voting (Selma march) 

  Gave legal equality but not economic equality 

 
The Civil Rights Movement had many achievements and some shortcomings: 
 

 Changed mind-sets of many Americans without using violence 

  Inspired many other fights for civil rights 

  Did not achieve as much as was hoped for, living conditions of black people still bad in North 
(ghettos), white racism still existed 

  This inspired Black Power, wanted to take resistance further, but without dependence on 
whites, prepared to use violence 

 Martin Luther King assassinated, remembered as one of the most influential American leaders  

 Was also against Vietnam War high number of African Americans being drafted 

 Coincided with protests for Civil Rights by Native Americans, Mexicans, Gay Rights 

 Showed the power of  mass action to bring change 
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