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Black Consciousness 

 
In the 1960s, there was little protest in South Africa (in comparison with the rest of the world). This was 
due to state repression and the following other factors: 

 

 After Sharpeville, PAC and ANC banned  

 State had power to suppress protest (e.g. detention without trial, house arrest) 

 Increasing militarization of state 

 Armed wings of ANC and PAC (MK and Poqo) curbed by state – continued in exile 
 
Due to the above mentioned factors, a new form of protest was developed called Black Conciousness in 
the late 1960s. This movement was led by Steve Biko and had the following characteristics: 
 

 Attitude more than political movement 

 Defined ‘black’ as all oppressed by apartheid 

 SASO established 1968, led by Steve Biko 

 Blacks must fight their own battle – less dependence on whites 

 Main objectives: raise confidence to bring about liberation, promote pride in black identity, 
culture, history, challenge white liberals, promote black unity 

 Influenced by: black power in USA, international revolt (protests) in the 60s, independence, 
movement in Africa, growing international criticism of SA 

 SASO established BPC (1972) which included: SASO, SASM, BAWU (black allied workers union) 

 BPC: Black communities project: economic cooperatives, literacy campaigns, health projects, 
cultural forums 

 Links between BC and ANC: despite differences regarding non-racialism, established secret links 
in early 70s 

 Govt. Initially in favour of BC (ideas of separatism) but grew opposed to it, began repression 

 
Black Conciousness had great significance in the way black people saw themselves and subsequently for 
South Africa as a whole. These effects include: 
 

 Establishment of a culture of self-belief and pride in black communities, began to take initiative 

 Popular with students who began Soweto Student Protests 

 Biko killed in police detention, great loss for SA, many believe he could have played a significant 
role in the development of SA 

 SASM went on to play a big role in student boycotts etc.  

 Often compared to black power movement due to ‘attitude’ of black pride and non-dependence 
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